Soft tissues and osteo-articular infections in HIV-infected patients and other immunodeficient states.
Soft tissue and osteo-articular infections are rarely seen in patients with HIV infection and other immunodeficiency states. When present in HIV-infected patients, they tend to occur in the presence of low CD4(+)cell counts, intravascular indwelling catheters, extra-articular infection and trauma, and in intravenous drug users and haemophiliacs. A wide spectrum of clinical manifestations is seen, ranging from cellulitis and soft tissue abscesses to septic arthritis and pyomyositis. In general, the clinical picture and response to therapy is similar to that of patients without HIV infection. Causal micro-organisms are also similar to those in non-HIV populations, Staphylococcus aureus being the most common aetiological agent.